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Agenda 

10:30-
10:40

Introduction, Welcome and CASF Program Updates  
Heyward Daluz, Regulatory Analyst

10:40-

10:50

Program overview and D.22-11-023 
Louise Fischer, Program and Project Supervisor

10:50-

11:00

CASF Application process and resources 
Benjamin Swearingen, Regulatory Analyst

11:00 – 

11:10 

Ministerial VS Resolution Approval
Rosa Sauer, Regulatory Analyst

11:10-

11:30

California Interactive Broadband Map information
Zhuoying Liu, Research Data Analyst

11:30-

12:00

Q&A

Submit questions to casf_workshop@cpuc.ca.gov

mailto:casf_application_questions@cpuc.ca.gov


California Public Utilities Commission

CASF Broadband Infrastructure 
Grant Account
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Provides grants to eligible applicants to build and 

deploy broadband networks in underserved areas 

throughout the State of California.

The program’s goal is to encourage deployment 

of high-quality advanced communications 

services to all Californians that will promote 

economic growth, job creation, and the 

substantial social benefits of advanced 

information and communications technologies.
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CASF Broadband Infrastructure Grant Account
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2024-2025 Program Accomplishments

➢ Reimbursements to Grantees of $36 Million for 22 Projects

➢ Projects Completed in 2024-2025
• 14 projects in 9 counties

• Broadband facilities have been built to 5270 previously-unserved 

households
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• Approved 6 infrastructure projects in previous 

application Cycle

• Connect Anza Phase 3

• Cruzio Summits to the Sea

• Kwikbit Mobile Home Park 1

• Calneva Rural Fresno Project

• Surfnet 3 County Fiber Project

• LCB Aromas-San Juan Project 
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CASF Broadband Infrastructure Grant Account
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CASF Broadband Infrastructure Grant Account

Planning for 2025 and Beyond

➢ Current Timelines

▪ Next application cycle anticipated deadline is – 4/1/20
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Event Date

Broadband Availability Map Published July 2025 - TBD

CASF Infrastructure Account Application Deadline October 31, 2025 

Deadline for Staff to post Application Summaries and Maps to 

CPUC website and notify CASF Distribution List

November 14, 2025

Deadline for Challenge Submissions December 5, 2025 

Deadline for Application Approvals Under Ministerial Review March 31, 2026

Deadline for Publishing Draft Resolutions Recommending 

Project Approval

May 15, 2026 
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Infrastructure Grant Account
Application Postponement and 
Review of Recent Changes per  

Decision 22-11-023

Louise Fischer, Supervisor, CASF Infrastructure
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CASF Broadband Infrastructure Grant Account
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Application Cycle Postponement 

➢ Application deadline moved from April 1, 2025 to October 31, 2025

➢ To Leverage $1.8 billion in funding from the Broadband Equity, Access, 

and Deployment (BEAD)

▪ Prequalification March 25 – May 1, 2025

▪ Applications due May 9, 2025

▪ Final Proposal to NTIA(National Telecommunications and 

InformationAdministration) for review/approval estimated to be on 
October 2, 2025
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Review of Recent Changes to  
CASF Infrastructure Account 
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• Extended the CASF program to December 31, 2032

• Redefined “unserved area” - 25/3 mbps, must deploy 100/20 mbps

• Gives priority to areas with slow or no internet (10/1 mbps or below)

• Applicants must send ”Broadband Serviceable Locations” 

• Applicants must participate in Broadband Data Collection
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Other Changes per Decision (D.)22-11-023
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• Increases in Ministerial Review Amounts 

• Must have Low-income plan 

• Pricing plan guarantee is 5 years (previously 2 years)

• Limited exemptions

• Indirect/Administrative charges reduced from 15% to 10%



California Public Utilities Commission

CASF Application Process 
and Resources 

Ben Swearingen, Regulatory Analyst
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CASF Application Items

• 20 Application Items

• Send through a secure FTP link

• File naming format:

• Item #_Item Name_Applicant Name_Project Name

• Example:

 01_Project Summary_South Bay Telcom_Smugglers 

Gulch
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CASF Infrastructure Grant Application Key Items

Item 1- Project Summary: Applicants must provide enough information to 
enable stakeholders to comment or challenge the application.

• Applicant Details (name, CPCN/WIR number, contact info, etc.)

• Project Description (name, technology, max speed, etc.)

• Funding Amount Requested

• Median Household Income

• Map of Proposed Project Area
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CASF Application Key Items Continued

Item 4 - Project Location Data:  The geographic location of all targeted 
eligible locations, key network equipment.

• Eligible Locations:  street address, latitude & longitude, and Location ID  

(FCC Location Fabric) for every targeted location in Excel or CSV 

format. 

• Network Equipment: geolocation of key project infrastructure

• Project Area: Proposed geographic project boundary as a shapefile 

(.shp) or Keyhole Markup Language (KML/KMZ) file.
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https://help.bdc.fcc.gov/hc/en-us/articles/10419121200923-How-Entities-Can-Access-the-Location-Fabric
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CASF Application Key Items Continued

Item 8 - Proposed Project Expenditures:  A new template will be provided 

on the CASF Infrastructure Account webpage.

• Permitting, Design, and Administration costs (including CEQA-related)

• Labor (cost and hours)

• Cost of all Network Equipment & Materials

• For Hybrid Projects separate Last-mile and Middle-mile costs 

• Backhaul services or property leasing cost (per month)

• Include footage of fiber, coaxial cable, etc., for wireline projects
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Item 19 – Checklist 
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Broadband Consortium Help

• The Broadband Consortia is your first 

level of support for all CASF 

Infrastructure Applications.

• CASF Consortia Regions Map

• Consortia Contact Information
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https://www.cpuc.ca.gov/industries-and-topics/internet-and-phone/california-advanced-services-fund/casf-consortia-account
https://www.cpuc.ca.gov/-/media/cpuc-website/divisions/communications-division/documents/casf-adoption-and-access/consortia/main-consortia-page/casf---2023-consortia-map.pdf
https://www.cpuc.ca.gov/industries-and-topics/internet-and-phone/california-advanced-services-fund/casf-consortia-account/consortia-contact-information
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Ministerial vs. Resolution Approval

Rosa Sauer, Regulatory Analyst
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Ministerial Review

Key Points for Ministerial Review: 

• $10 million to $25 million for total award

• $9,300 to $24,500 per Location for wireline projects

• $1,500 to $4,500 per Location for wireless projects

• Offer low-income broadband plans.

• Must be CEQA (California Environmental Quality Act) Exempt

Deadline for Ministerial Approval will be March 31, 2026

You can find the delegated Ministerial Review criteria on our CASF 
Infrastructure Guidelines in section 12: d2211023attachment-1casf-guidelinesw-
coverheader053123.pdf
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https://www.cpuc.ca.gov/-/media/cpuc-website/divisions/communications-division/documents/casf-infrastructure-and-market-analysis/broadband-infrastructure-grant-account---landing-page/decision-docs/d2211023attachment-1casf-guidelinesw-coverheader053123.pdf
https://www.cpuc.ca.gov/-/media/cpuc-website/divisions/communications-division/documents/casf-infrastructure-and-market-analysis/broadband-infrastructure-grant-account---landing-page/decision-docs/d2211023attachment-1casf-guidelinesw-coverheader053123.pdf


California Public Utilities Commission

Ministerial Approval Letter:
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Resolution Process

Resolution Process: For applications that do not meet Ministerial Review

• Must be posted 30-days in advance of Voting Meeting.  

• Subject to public comment, and approval required by Commission.

• Requires official ruling of CPUC, approved during a Voting Meeting 

• Can be approved or rejected.

• Resolution Process has 3 stages – 

• Comment Resolution (Res C) (public participation)

• Agenda Resolution (Res A)

• Final Resolution (Res F)

Deadline for Resolution Approval Process is May 15, 2026
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Broadband Mapping 

Zhuoying Liu, Research Data Analyst
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California Public Utilities Commission

CASF Funding Serviceable Locations 
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➢ Priority Eligible Unserved-top 
funding: Download speeds less than 

10 Mbps and upload speeds less than 

1 Mbps. 

➢ Eligible Unserved - access basic 

services(eligible for funding):                
Download speeds between 10 and 25 

Mbps, and upload speeds between 1 

and 3 Mbps. 

➢ Served - not eligible for funding :             
Meet or exceed the federal 

benchmark of 25 Mbps download 

and 3 Mbps upload speeds.
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CASF Broadband Data Collection

➢ Broadband Data Collection
i. Collected data from 163 Broadband Providers

ii. 156 Fixed Providers (Wireless, Wireline, Wire-WISP)

iii. 7 Mobile Providers
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https://www.cpuc.ca.gov/industries-and-topics/internet-and-phone/broadband-mapping-program/broadband-data-submission-guidelines-and-templates
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Data Collection from National Broadband Map
➢Fixed Broadband Availability Data by Technology

• Cable

• Copper

• Fiber to the Premises

• LBR Fixed Wireless

• Licensed Fixed Wireless

• Unlicensed Fixed Wireless

• Other
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  FCC BSL Fabric 
➢A dataset maintained by CostQuest Associates 

➢  Broadband Serviceable Locations across the United States

➢Specific locations where broadband internet access can be delivered

➢ Includes a unique identifier for each broadband serviceable location(location_id)

27

Location ID is one of the most important fields in the dataset and acts as a primary 
key for joining, tracking, and validating broadband availability at specific addresses.

To obtain more information about the location beyond its Location ID, such its address, geographic 
coordinates, and building type, we will need to obtain access to the Fabric.
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Access the Fabric to retrieve location IDs

➢The Fabric is available to broadband service providers, governmental entities, 
and other entities, through a licensing agreement.

➢Accessing the Fabric is free. However, entities must first sign a license agreement with 
CostQuest Associates, the FCC’s contractor to create the Fabric, in order to access 
the Fabric data. Here is the 
link: https://broadbandusa.ntia.doc.gov/policies/CostQuest-Licensing

➢The FCC has a video tutorial that explains what the Fabric data contains and how to 
get location IDs with your data.  
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❑For more information– BDC Help Center

• How Broadband Service Providers Can Access the Fabric

• How Governmental Entities Can Access the Fabric

• How Other Entities Can Access the Fabric

https://broadbandusa.ntia.doc.gov/policies/CostQuest-Licensing
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tCmWMk_DSOg
https://help.bdc.fcc.gov/hc/en-us/articles/5375384069659-What-is-the-Location-Fabric
https://help.bdc.fcc.gov/hc/en-us/articles/5377509232283-How-Fixed-Broadband-Service-Providers-Can-Access-the-Preliminary-Location-Fabric
https://help.bdc.fcc.gov/hc/en-us/articles/6785010654235-How-Government-Entities-Can-Access-the-Production-Location-Fabric-
https://help.bdc.fcc.gov/hc/en-us/articles/10419121200923-How-Entities-Can-Access-the-Location-Fabric-
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CASF Data Submit-  Geospatial Broadband 
Serviceable Locations:

• GIS Data format: CSV,File Geodatabase(.gdb), Shapefile (.shp, .shx, .dbf, etc.), KML/KMZ (.kml, .kmz),GPKG 
(GeoPackage)…

• Must list each of the locations that would have a broadband connection or  to which a provider could 
perform a "standard broadband installation"

• The locations must be based on the location data in the Fabric.

• Latitude and Longitude coordinates from Location Fabric

• The methodology to get location IDs, Latitude and Longitude
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CASF Data Submit- Geographic location of 
project related network equipment
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CASF Data Submit - Geographic boundary of the 
proposed project area

• GIS Data format: File Geodatabase(.gdb), Shapefile (.shp, .shx, .dbf, etc.), KML/KMZ 
(.kml, .kmz),GPKG (GeoPackage)…

• Must have an assigned projection

• All project polygons must be closed, non-overlapping polygons with a single, unique 
identifier. 

• Each polygon must have a single value for each of the following fields: technology, 
downstream bandwidth, and upstream bandwidth.
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Project Development Resources – 
Data and Maps

• Project Development Resources - Data and Maps
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❖ We're working on updating the 

website—coming soon!

https://www.cpuc.ca.gov/industries-and-topics/internet-and-phone/california-advanced-services-fund/project-development-resources---data-and-maps
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Contact Information

• Application Questions:  Contact Your Regional Consortia FIRST: Consortia 

Information

• CASF Application Questions: CASF_Application_Questions@cpuc.ca.gov

• Correspondence/Questions regarding approved projects: 

CASF_Infrastructure_Grant_Administrator@cpuc.ca.gov

• Energy Division-CEQA-Correspondance/Questions regarding (California 

Environmental Quality Act ) CASF_CEQA@cpuc.ca.gov

• Line Extension inquiries:  CASFLineExtensionProgram@cpuc.ca.gov

• CASF Webinar inquiries:  CASF_Workshop@cpuc.ca.gov

• Broadband Mapping inquiries:  Broadbandmapping@cpuc.ca.gov
33

https://www.cpuc.ca.gov/industries-and-topics/internet-and-phone/california-advanced-services-fund/casf-consortia-account/consortia-information​
https://www.cpuc.ca.gov/industries-and-topics/internet-and-phone/california-advanced-services-fund/casf-consortia-account/consortia-information​
mailto:CASF_Application_Questions@cpuc.ca.gov
mailto:CASF_Infrastructure_Grant_Administrator@cpuc.ca.gov
mailto:CASF_Infrastructure_Grant_Administrator@cpuc.ca.gov
mailto:CASF_CEQA@cpuc.ca.gov
mailto:CASFLineExtensionProgram@cpuc.ca.gov
mailto:CASF_Workshop@cpuc.ca.gov
mailto:Broadbandmapping@cpuc.ca.gov
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Q&A

Questions:  
Email to casf_workshop@cpuc.ca.gov
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Thank You!
(if we didn't respond to your question, 

we will respond through email)
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