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STATEMENT OF FACTS 

The above violations are documented in the attached Investigation Report, which consists of 
carrier’s records and substantiating documents obtained from other sources.  

RESPONSE 

TEB used the Penalty Assessment Methodology adopted in Resolution M-4846 and considered 
mitigating and exacerbating factors in setting the fine. 

You are hereby called upon to answer this citation on or before August 17, 2026. By way of such 
answer, you may either: 

(1) Pay a fine of $10,000 pursuant to Pub. Util. Code Section 5378. Submit your payment
through our TCP Portal or submit your check or money order payable to California Public
Utilities Commission using the attached Citation Agreement.  Upon payment, the fine
will be deposited in the State Treasury to the credit of the General Fund and the
Commission staff will deem the matter closed, or

(2) Contact the Supervisor below to make payment arrangements, or

(3) Contest this Citation by filing an Appeal.  See attached document “How to File an
Appeal and Instructions for Filing a Notice of Appeal and Certificate of Service for a
Citation Appeal.”

If you fail to respond by August 17, 2026, you will be in default and will have forfeited your 
right to appeal the Citation. In addition, your operating authority will be immediately suspended 
and may be subsequently revoked pursuant to Resolution ALJ-187. The Commission may also 
act through a civil or criminal proceeding to recover any unpaid fine and ensure compliance with 
applicable statutes and Commission orders. 

Eric Hooks, Program and Project Supervisor 
            Consumer Protection and Enforcement Division 

Transportation Enforcement Branch
Telephone number (415) 703-2302 

E-mail address Eric.Hooks@cpuc.ca.gov

Attachments 



                  File No.: TCP 48190-B    

Citation: T.2026-07-010 

 Date: July 28, 2026 

                                                                               Case: CSE-826 
 

CITATION COMPLIANCE AGREEMENT 
 

I (we) hereby agree to comply with this citation dated July 28, 2026, and herewith pay the fine of 
$10,000. 

                                                                                                                   
                                                                                           , CA 

 

      ______________________________________ 

              (Signature)  (Title)  

    

      ______________________________________  

           (Date)   

Payment (cashier’s check or money order) should be made payable to California Public Utilities 
Commission and sent to (or pay through our TCP Portal): 

California Public Utilities Commission 
Attn: Fiscal Office 
505 Van Ness Avenue 
San Francisco, CA 94102-3298 
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INTRODUCTION 
 

 On January 26, 2026, I was assigned to investigate the operations and practices of 

Academy Stars LLC. This assignment was done after the Transportation Enforcement 

Branch (TEB) received a complaint, on January 6, 2026, alleging Academy Stars LLC 

was operating without authority and transporting students to  and various private 

schools. 

 Note: ’ (CEO) prior TCP permit for Bell Transportation LLC 

expired on May 11, 2025 (TCP 38632-B). 

 

VIOLATIONS 
  
      I investigated Academy Stars LLC for the period of October 29, 2025, through February 

4, 2026, and found violations of the following provisions of the Public Utilities (Pub. Util.) Code 

and Commission General Order (GO): 

 
• Operated as a charter-party carrier without valid operating authority in 

violation of Pub. Util. Code Section 5371 [51 counts]. 
 
On May 30, 2025, Academy Stars LLC applied for a Transportation Charter-party 

carrier (TCP) permit, but its TCP permit did not become Active until February 5, 2026 

(TCP 48190-B). 

On April 1, 2026, I contacted driver  and requested records 

showing the dates he drove, waybills and the trips he made. Later that same day, he sent 

me eight Academy Stars LLC/Bank of America check copies showing he drove from 

October 29, 2025, through January 23, 2026, and a list of trips showing he drove to 

various schools, etc. from October 29, 2025, through March 18, 2026. Mr.  told 

me that he was paid by both cash and Bank of America checks. 

On July 9, 2026, I spoke to , Director of Operations and she 

said she is running the business (Academy Stars LLC), and her son is Jason Angel 

Beltran, CEO.  also confirmed that  drove for 

Academy Stars LLC prior to their TCP permit becoming Active and that she signed his 

Bank of America checks. 
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On July 13, 2026, , Director of Operations sent me additional 

records showing she sometimes paid driver  via Zelle prior to their TCP 

permit becoming Active on February 5, 2026 (TCP 48190-B) [Attachment 1 and Table 

1].   

 

Table 1 – 56 Trips prior to TCP permit becoming active on Feb. 5, 2026 

(Driver: ) 

Trip Date Pick up Destination BofA Check # / Zelle #  

10/29/2025   

 

1066 

10/30/2025   1066 

10/31/2025  

 

 

 

1066 

11/3/2025   1080 

11/4/2025  

 

 1080 

11/5/2025   

 

1080 

11/6/2025   1080 

11/7/2026   

  

1080 

11/8/2026   1080 

11/10/2026   

 

 

1084 

11/11/2025  

 

 

 

1084 

11/12/2025  

 

 

 

1084 

11/13/2025    1084 
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Vista 

11/14/2025    1084 

11/15/2025    1084 

11/16/2025   

Woodland Hills 

1084 

11/18/2025   1091 

11/19/2025  

 

 1091 

11/20/2025  

 

 

 

1091 

11/21/2025  

 

 1091 

11/22/2025   1091 

11/24/2025   Zelle #  

11/25/2025   Zelle #  

11/26/2025  

 

 

 

Zelle #  

12/1/2025   1100 

12/2/2025   1100 

12/3/2025  

 

 1100 

12/4/2025  

 

 

 

1100 

12/5/2025  

 

 

 

 

1100 

12/6/2025   

 

1100 

12/9/2025    Zelle #  

12/11/2025   Zelle #  
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12/12/2025  

 

 

 

Zelle #  

12/13/2025  

 

 

 

Zelle #  

12/15/2025  

 

 1106 

12/17/2025  

 

 Park 1106 

12/18/2025   1106 

12/19/2025   1106 

1/8/2026   Zelle #  

1/9/2026   

  

Zelle #  

1/20/2026   1124 

1/21/2026    1124 

1/22/2026  

 

 1124 

1/23/2026   

 

1124 

1/26/2026   1133 

1/27/2026   1133 

1/28/2026  

 

 1133 

1/29/2026  

 

 1133 

1/30/2026  

 

 

 

1133 

2/3/2026   Zelle #  

2/4/2026   Zelle #  

Total Number of Trips: 51  
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• Failed to enroll one (1) driver in the Department of Motor Vehicles (DMV) 

Employer Pull Notice (EPN) Program in violation of Pub. Util. Code Section 
5374(a)(1)(D), G.O. 157-E Part 5.02, and the California Vehicle Code (CVC) 
Section 1808.1 [1 count]. 
 
On January 28, 2026, a DMV EPN program search of Academy Stars LLC’s 

requestor code  showed that   was not enrolled [Attachment 2]. 

On April 28, 2026, a second DMV EPN pro3gram search of requestor code 

 showed that  was subsequently enrolled on February 2, 2026, 

along with three other drivers [Attachment 3].  

 

DECLARATION 
 

      I have read the foregoing and know the contents thereof. I declare under penalty 

of perjury that the foregoing is true and correct, except as to those matters stated on 

information and belief, and to those matters, I believe to be true. 

 

Executed on July 28, 2026, in Los Angeles, California. 
 
      

_________    Steve Esguerra   ___________ 
Steve Esguerra, TEB Enforcement Analyst 
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List of Attachments 
 
 

• Attachment 1 – Eight Academy Stars LLC/Bank of America checks, list of Zelle 
payments and a list showing the various school trips made prior to their TCP 
permit becoming Active on February 5, 2026 
 

• Attachment 2 – First DMV EPN program search of requestor code  
(1/28/2026);  was not enrolled 
 

• Attachment 3 – Second DMV EPN program search of requestor code  
(4/28/2026);  was subsequently enrolled on 2/2/2026  
 
 
 

 
 

 



ATTACHMENT 1 

Eight Academy Stars LLC/Bank of 
America checks, list of Zelle payments 
and a list showing the various school 
trips made prior to their TCP permit 

becoming Active on February 5, 2026 







































ATTACHMENT 2 

First DMV EPN program search of 
requestor code LC483 (1/28/2026); 

 was not enrolled 





 

                                                  ATTACHMENT 3 

 

Second DMV EPN program search of 
requestor code LC483 (4/28/2026); 

 was subsequently 
enrolled on 2/2/2026 






