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Application with 
Proponent’s 

Environmental 
Assessment (PEA)

Proposed 
Decision

Construction/
Mitigation 

Monitoring and 
Oversight

If approved

Decision vote 
by CPUC

Environmental 
Review, CEQA 

Document, and 
Public Meetings

Proceeding 
Process

Transmission 
Plan

IOU or 3rd Party Project 
Sponsor Prepare Project 

Specific Application*

IEPR 
Development

IEPR

IRP-TPP 
Portfolio 

Development

IRP-TPP 
Portfolio

LSE IRP Plans

Prior Year 
Transmission 

Plan

*Publicly Owned Load Serving Entities are not subject to CPUC permitting authority, per General Order 131-D
Note: Diagram reflects schematic relationships and does not graphically illustrate chronological relationships

Process Decision Beginning/EndDocument Data

Colors may vary
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Develop 

Assumptions and 

Study Scenarios

Integrated Energy 

Policy Report (for 

year prior to Plan 

Year)

ALJ Ruling for 

Staff Prepared 

TPP Portfolio

Reliability, Policy-driven Need, and 

Economic Assessments

Stakeholder 

workshops and 

comment

Proposed 

Decision on 

TPP Portfolio

Decision voted 

by CPUC on TPP 

Portfolio

Draft 

Transmission 

Plan and 

Assessment 

Results

CAISO 

Board 

Votes on 

TPP

Translate 

IEPR Results 

for CAISO 

Studies

Final 

Transmission 

Plan

Final TPP 

Portfolio

Inputs for 

Portfolio 

Studies and 

other CEC 

studies

Previous Final 

Transmission 

Plan

Other 

Transmission 

Data

Approximately 12 months (March through 

March). Typically includes 4 stakeholder 

engagement meetings

Approximately August-

September

Approximately 

October

Released 

March of Plan 

Year

CAISO Board Votes and 

issues on Transmission Plan, 

typically May (15 months 

after beginning assessments)

Approximately November

Approximately 

January

Approximately February

Total time from CPUC beginning TPP Portfolio Cycle to 

Final Transmission Plan is approximately 22 months. 

Specific months of CPUC’s IRP/TPP Portfolio 

Development process may vary from year to year.

Note: flowchart is schematic only and does not 

graphically reflect chronological alignment of activities.
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CPUC ProceedingCPUC Proceeding CPUC CEQACPUC CEQA

Application with Proponent's Environmental 
Assessment (PEA) Filed

Proposed 
Decision

PEA Reviewed 
and Deemed 

Complete

Construction/
Mitigation Monitoring 

and Oversight

Protests to 
Application 

Filed

If approved

Decision vote by 
CPUC

Environmental 
Review and Public 

Meetings

Draft Environmental 
Document (IS-ND, IS-
MND, or EIR) Issued

Comments on 
Draft 

Environmental 
Document

Final Environmental 
Document Prepared

Prehearing 
Conference

Scoping 
Memo and 

Ruling Issued

Testimony

Evidentiary 
Hearings

Briefs

30 days to 6 months
Within 30 days of 
Application filing

Upon PEA deemed 
complete, takes 
approximately 12 
months to prepare 
analysis and issue Draft 
Environmental 
Document

Comment periods 
range from  30 to 60 
days

3 to 6 months after 
close of comment 
period

Determined by 
Administrative Law Judge, 

typically around 30 days 
after application filing

Typically issued around 30 
days after completion of 

Prehearing Conference

Typically heard 60 days 
after Scoping Ruling 

Typically heard 
throughout period 30 days 
to 8 months after close of 

Testimony

Typically 30 days after 
close of Evidentiary 

Hearings

Typically published around 
17 months after 

Application filed, upon 
completion of Briefs and 

Preparation of Final 
Environmental Document

30 days after Proposed 
Decision Published 

Typically begins a few 
months after CPUC 
approval
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